Missachusetts Hang Glider Association
c/0

Michael J. Morrissey, President

69 Bryan Avenue

Easthampton, MA 01027

Dear Friend:

We are writing to you because the Mass KHang Glider Assn has
encountered a problem at one of its most popular flying sites, and
because you, due to your position, will probably te called upcn to
particinate in the resoclution of the situation. We hope that vcu
will consider what we have to say before you make any decisicns in
this matter.

You may already beé aware that hang g£liding has been a recular
activity at Skinner State Park on lount Holyoke in Hadley for over
two years. During this period, hang gliding hasg been sanctioned ty
the Derartment of Environmental Management, and the flying program
there- has teen orerated c¢ooperatively by the DEM and lMassHEGA. Durinz
this two year period, we have attained a perfect safety recor? tcch
amons pllots and among spectators; we have made hang glidins the
orime attraction to the public visiting Skinner Park; we have teen
cited in a national hanz gliding putlication as an cutstardins ezz2t-
ple of excellent site management. All of this has been accomplisred
with virtually no drain upon the resources of the park or its stzaff.

Unfortunately, due to a resrettable incident that occcurred
this past winter, which you ray also be aware of, the hang ¢li4irg
prosram has been summarily cancelled by the DEM, and 1t is guite
possible that hare glidineg will be permanently banned at Skinner. 1t
is tnis decision that you will probably be called upon to recister
an opinion on.

The ircident in cuestion was the cutting down of a numter of
trees ani shrubs at the hang glider take-off area. MassHEGA 1ealizes
c acticn was most probably taken by hang glider pilots, since
else would have any reason for wanting to see these trees cut,
HYowever, thls was an unsanctloned action, perpetrated by a party or
parties unknrnown,

The lassHGA has attempted to dlscover the identity of the
parties recconsible, but without success. Apparently the individualsz
respcensitle have reallzed the seriousness of their action, and have
deterrined to keep their identities hidden. At any rate, the result
of their action has been the loss of the site to all glider pilots.

The members of MassEGA deplore the irresponsible actions that
tcok place this winter, and no attempt can or will be made to iustify
the. cutting of the trees. However, we also feel that the actior of
the LEN *n closing the site to all pilots has been gressly unreascn-
able,
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actions of one or two individuals. It simply makes no sence to tres
hundreds of responsible pilots as criminals just btecause a ccurle o
individuals acted irresponsibly without the knowledge or consent of
the vast majority.

We feel that the follcwing facts must be taken into consid
ation in formulating a decision regarding the future of hang gli
azt Skinner State Park:

Eang glider pilots, as a group, cannot be held responsitle for
the action that has resulted in the closinsg of the site.

The hang zlider pllots of Massachusetts are taxra

of tre Commeorwealtn and members of the public whom the

exists to serve., Therefore, they have a risht to practice sre
ferrec form of recreation in the state parks unless some cverriding
reason to the contrary existse.

The incident in cuestion, upon examination, dces not vpresent
such an overriding reason to the contrary.

Ccnsider the fact that there 1s nothing inherent about the
practice of foot-launched aviation that reguires the cuttins of *trees
or any otrer damage to the land where the sport is practiced. At +the
mountain in question, the reguired launch area already ervists, srd
its use is merely a convenience to hanz glider pillots. lotnins wiil
be gained by blockins the use of those already-existing facilis

Despite the fact that some individual pilot(s) apparentl
that they could 'improve' the facilities by cuttins a larser cl
the fact that the mountaln has been used as a flyines site for =
years prior to this action is prcof that the action was not recu

Consider alsc that no other irncidents of damare to t-
zrocunds or facilitles have been recorded in the two years of
glider operations at Skinner Park, as a result of hang glidi

It is relevant at thls point to mention that darmsze
grcurds and facilities of Skinner Park, including wanton
nas teen a continuing problem at that park since lonz te
ever appeared there with a hang glider. Hikers, snowmobi
couniry s<iers and simple park visitors have taken their
park's rescurces and facilities year after year.

Autorobiles have been driven more than once throuch a lccked
Zzate at the vark entrance, causing expersive and extensive cda—-arse -
yet ncboedy proposes expelling all automobile drivers from the vark.
Snowmobllers and hikers and visitors have destrcyed foliase, trarmrl-
ed and daraczd trails, and even perpetrated arson and otrer vardalise
on the buildinss in the park - yet nobody proposes expellirs 211 such
park visitors from the park. ’

Yet, Jjust once, some hang glider pilot(s) cause a sing
cident ¢f damare, and already all hang glider pilots have bee
led frcm the park!
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The different, and unfair standards applied to hang glider
pllots as ovposed to other segments of the public are reflective
an attlitude which is in itself a problem.

During the past two years, the cooperation recelived by Mass
HGA from the Sxkxinner State Park staff has been supurb; Deus Petaerson
and his staff have been great friends of the svort, and have renpres-
ented the DEM to the hang gliding public coannﬂably.

However, the attitudes of hicher officials - those in a pos~-
ition to make decisions rerfarding the use of the park - have left
much to be desired. One high DEM official has made a staterent tnat
&e didn't want to consider hang gliding in the state parks simnly

ecause he doesn't 1ike hang gliders. Anotner has stronzgly irplied
in a conversation with a MassiEGA renresentatlv that if Sne ;mobilers
2t down trees in the park, tne park wovld rwst autorati 1y i

of

ted to srowmobilers. Yet, these sarme officials nave exp
¢ glider pilots from the park due to a single incid by
wn individual(s), and have indicated that they would 1lik
ban made permanent.
Another indication of this attitude 1s the fact tha
eral ccenversations with FassEGA reprecsentatives, Dzl off
groscsly exascerated the da age done in the incident in
who are intimately familiar with the geography cof the s
frecuent uvse, cannot help but be aware of this deliterat
tion, and must wond=2r aktout the motives of those who de
gttennpt to magnify a situation which 1s already serious
it 15 possible that some DEM officlals find hang
be persunally irritating, simply because it is one more
them o ¥=ep an eye on, 1t must be tempting for them to try
miss us for thelr own convenience, simply because we are a
ment of the public, and therefore they can zet away with -1t.
However, this attitude carnot be tolerated. Hang £lidinz is
legitimate form of public recreation, and these officials are zaid
cur tax dollars to not only tolerate, but assist the public in its
pursult of lezitimate recreational activities in the state pzrks.
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In short, them, we feel that there is no guestion but that
hang zllidinz 1s a legitimate use for state park lands, and that the
HARE <110 inF ‘prosram should be reinstated imrediately. For thoze
are conserned about possible recurrances of the tree-cuttings irz
we renind you that 1t would be a very simply proceedure to acert
that all individual flyers are notified of the conseauences of a
such acticon at the time that they are certifled to fly the site. (In
the past thls was not done, simply because bcth Dz and Mass=GA had
assumed that "everyone" knew that you can't go around cutting d
trees in a state park - apparently an unjustified assumption, b
easily remedied one.)

We hope that you wlll agree with the points that we have rade
in this letter, and that when asked, you will rezister an opirion
favorable to the reopening of Skinner as a flying site. Thanx you.

Sincerely, /44f [ﬁﬁii,

Mlchael J,. Iozri"i s
Massachusetts Hans G

lider Aé«f



