~"- WMHGA blast will be hald
" McGuire's house in Easthampton, on
--3 Priday, June 25, Come in the even-
- 1ne, and feel free to bring a rfuest
*1f you like. Donation will be two
‘or three dollars at the door, with
“the exact amount dependine upon how
“much is spent on provisions, If you
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VEETING WOTICE

The JULY meeting of the WMHGA
will be st the ME BRar & Lounge, on
Rt. 47 in Eadley, on the first Tues-
day of July, at 8:00 PM.

For new members, WMHGA meetines
are always held at 8:00 P on the
first Tuesday of the ronth, at the
ME Lounge., The ME is located just
two miles north of Skinner State

Park (Mt, Holyoke) on Rounte 47,

PARTY TIME

One last reminder, the arnual
at Susan

have lost the special mailer with
the directions, or didn't ret one,
call Sue at home (527-9075) or at
MGS in the evening (584-72133,)

SIS PO hES

Mt. GREYLOCK: Flying 1is once arainp

in full swing at Greylock, and the
following set of regulations will
be strictly enforced.

1. All pilots must sign in at
the lodge at the top of the mount-
ain (not at the visitors center,as
was the case last year.) Wzivers
must be signed and credenti«ls in
order, for a day perrit to be iss-
ved.,

2. Class U4 pilots with GSI or
equlvalert insurance will be issued
day perrits to fly on their own dis-
cretion.

2. Class 3 pilets with GSI or
equivalent insursnce may be issued a
day permit ONLY if sccompanied by
either Prooks Ellisorn or Chuck lLaVer-
£a, and will fly under the authority
of these two nilots. Check-onts at
other mountaing may te reouired in
any oase where Chuck or Brooks jis not
familiar =with a8 certain nilert's level
of corpeterce or experience,

U, The recular take-off point is
at. the tcp of the mountain, and this
i1s te be vused vhenever posrcible. The
secondary lsurch spot, on the road
below the zumrit, wuy cnly be usded
when vebicle traffic on tre road is
light, and must be disceortinued 2t
ary tirme that traffic or parked cars
builld up at the cpot.

5. NC "LANDSCAPING.!"

€. Greylock will be clcsed to fly-
ing on the July WLth, Laber Day, ard
Colurbus Day weekends, due to heavy
use of the park on those weekends. On
211 otrer holidsy weerkends, anrd possi-
bly on other weekends when extra-heavy
vse of the reservation is in evidence,
flying operatinong will cease at ncon.
Extended scaring will not be frowned
upon, tnt no launched after twelve
noon will ke permitted,

7« The Gould's farm is the rerular
landing zone, and ro others shonld be
usced (includine the rolf course,) ex-
cept in the cace of ermercency. When
the hay is hieh in the 1-ndins field,
pllcts are recuested to make every ef-
fort to touch down on the dirt road
that bisects the field, so as not to
trtample the hay.

s No spectators in the landing
zoue when the hay is up. .

Qe Pilots, as well as WIFICA offic-
ers and Derartrent of Environmental
Maragercent persorrel, share in the re-
govorsibility for erforcerent of these



resvlations., Failure to assure that
our fellow flyers maintain the syst-
em as designed will only serve as
evidence to the DEM that hang glidas
ine is vnmaragable, and should be
fortidden altorether.

It is pcscible that as the year
prorrecsses, scme Class 3 plilats who
fly there frequently and c-mpetently
may be placed on a list and allowed
to obtain permits without hzaving to
go with Brocks or Chuck. However,
we do not yet know if this will come
to pass.

Al=o, Mr Doug Poland, the head
of the DEM Region whick includes Mt,
Greylock, has said that some trimming
and clearine may be allowed at the
take-off cpot. Certain rccks and a
few bushes and tree branches come to
mind at once. This 1s to be done by
arrangement with the DEM people, and
pilots are NOT allowed to do ANY of
this work on thelr own,

It looks like a pretty rood sys-
tem, and if 1t ceauses a few pllots a
small hassle (ie., the Class 3 fly~
ers), it sh-nld be worth the effort
to keep the turkeys off the hill,
and keep the site open, Let's not
blow it.

For new wembers who may not
be familiar with the site, Greylock
is a mellow 2200 foot southeast face
with a decent take-cff and an easy
1anding zone, located in North Adams.
Resides bheing the bileggest flying site
for hundreds of miles around, it 1is
our only ~rood southeast site, and
one of the few real drive-vup-and-fly
mountains in the region., Treasure 1iti

SKINNER PARK: (Mt. Holyoke) This site
is enjoying heavy use under the sys-
tem detailed in last month's Undraft.
Resides many WMHGA members, quite a
few flyers from other oresanizations
have stovped by for some super socar-
ing. Some have had to te turned away
due to lack of qualifications or of
recent practice, buvt many have been
invited to fly. Incidents have been
kept to a minimrum, with only s few
crashes-cn-take-off, tree landings,
and landings off-field. At this time
last sezson, we had days when the
kites dotted the forest 1like umbrel-

las on & beach,
working,

THERE IS A NEW LANDING AREA, »nd
pilots are to use it at ALL times, for
the duration of the growth of Mitch's
hay crop. The new LZ is Mr. Johnson's
field, which is the huge lawn by the
red house, a few heouses to the north
of thr usual landing area. Also use-
arle is the hay field immediately to
the rieht (looking down from the top)
of Johnson's, which is part of the .
State Park. Cn long, low final appro-
aches, bheware of the fact that these
two fields are seperated by a barbed
wire fence. Alsc, the same set of el-
ectric lines that cut across Mitch's
field, also cut through the woods on
a. 1line just barely in the trees slong
the near side of the new landinsz zones.

PiJots are urered to exambhne the
srea near the house for souse wires,
too, bhefore landing here. These single
lines are especially difficult to see
from the air,

Once Mitch cuts the hay, we will
fFo hack to using the regvlar landing
area arain, until the hay erets lone
once more, These prriods vill last
for a few weeks each, one or two more
times throurh the summer,

Also, during the periods when the
resulsr 1 nding 7one 1s closed, the
use of the "slot" 1s also prohibited.
How to t~ll when you can fly there
arain? Simple: when the hay is short,
you can fly.

The Barstowes, owners of the
field tiat forms the southern half of
the double field at Hitch's, have been
upset at the amount of hay that they
have been loosing due to pienicers
spresding blankets in the field. It
seems that once the hay is trampled,
the machirne won't cut it, and it's
lost. All flyers are asked te share
ir the responsibility of keening the
spectators, who we attract, out of
the hayfields 2t 211 times.

¢ the system must bhe

Mt., TOM: Still "closed" to flyinez, but
still eetting o ot of walk-up use, on
a guerrilla basis., Have a good one!

Hospital Hill: 3ti11 closed, but we're

woring on it. tryine to eret it hack,
2t least dviing school vacztion time.



SOUTH HADLEY HIGH SCHOOL: i now OPEN

MNERIDLN MCUNIAIN: Closed to flying.

to flyinel Thanks to VP Paul Kjoller
for rsetting this situation straiecht-
ened out. The only restrictions are
that flying is not 2llowed at any
time thest the school's sports teams
are using the landing field for prac-
tice, since thig 1s the real purpose
of the fleld; and flyers are asked
not to park their cars on the mrass
at the top of the hill. During the
school year, flyers are asked to
keep their use of the hill quiét and
and light during school hours, and
to try and fly there mainly on week-
ends during the school year.

For hegsinners, So. Hadley HS
is an excellent training/practice
hill, with about an 80 to 100 foot
vertical drop on a smooth rrassey
hill ard wide open take-off and
landing areas, It faces scuthwest,
and curves to form a btowl, sc that
south through west winds 511 allow
strairht into-the-wind take-offs
and landings.

The poal posts at the bottom of
the hill are easily removable and re-
placable., Pilcts are asked tc please
remove them before flying, snd put
them back afterwards, so as not to
fly into them and break them down.

PETERSPURG PASS (Taconic Trails): is

still fcing strong as a flying site.
The rerular take-off area 1s back in
use after the winter, so those hairy
launches across the street a21e no
longer necessary. Frooks also says
that he has a new landing zone, off
of Route 2, which means that we no
longer have to worry about eettirg
our high-performance machines into
the postage-stamp recular landing
area. Class 3 or better and GSI are
required to fly here,

North Sugarloaf: Still onen cn a
vall-up rasis; notning new here.

POET'S SEAT: Still no word from the
Board of Selectmen, who must finalize
the arreerent before this hill opens.

AVON:Closed to flying at present.

-
J

ASCUTKNEY: IMlyers interected in trying
this site shenld contact lLee Keeler
for information ard assictance,

OTOWE: Status uncertain, since the
death on Memorial Day wee¥end of pil-
ot John Stevens Jduring a flight from
the top of Mt. Hansfield., Stevens was
vrevented from rseftine dovn into the
laree blacktop 1-.nding area, possibly
by henvy thermal sctivity, and over-
flew it. He then made a downwind 1800
turn and stalled out, crachine into
the woeds, where he was killed by way
of a skull fracture., This 1is the East's
second hang gliding fatzlity, and the
f irst involving a flexible wing ship
(a Sun IIl.) Stevens was a solid Class
3 pilot who had flown Stowe previously
on rmany occasions, being a Vermont res~
ident, and he presumably had adequate
skill to fly there, Whether the crash
was caused by pilot error, freak wind
conditions, or both, remains to be
seen. 'ull reports will be forthcom- .
ing from Stowe 3Sky School. Status of
the mountain as a flyine site is une
certain at this time, pendine Aecision
by the Mount lansfield Company,

GIFEYLCCK GLEN:

See article elsewhere
in this issue. '

SULKDCUWN: Sundown will operate week-
ends only f~1 the duratinn of the
non-skiing season, with 1ift service
to tre top of the mountain »nd walk-
upe to the midstation of the rmain
mountain, or to the training hill.
All-dny tickets for the 1ift cost %35,
01 you can et one-ride tickets for
#1.,50 each. Walk-up tickets, fér use
of Aall facilities except the 1ift, <o
for #3 per day.

No flying will be permitted dure
Ing the week, for the purpose of ero-~
S honl et el ‘

Pnone number there is 203-379-
8077, or call Charlie Stetson at 203-
745-4848 for more information. Sundown
is off of Rt 219, 1Zmi. north of USL4
in New Hartford, Conn. The access road
1s a riesht off of 219,



STOWE MEET

Local Flyers Make Good

The Stowe Summer Sollstice Hang
Gliding Festival was held at Mt. Man-
sfield and Spruce Peak in Stowe the
weekend of June 18 to 20, Due to the
main attraction -~ a chance to fly on
2100-foot Mt. Mansfield - plus the
added incentive of a thousand dollar
purse, drew nearly a hundred pilots
from all over the northeast, as well
as a number of flyers vho are on the
national professional circuit. Due
to some uncertainty about the status
of the meet, shortly after John Ste-
vens' death a couple of weeks ago,
there were not as many flyers from
"out west" as this meet usually at-
tracts.

Due to marsinal weather condit-~
jons, only a few pilots got to fly
Mansfield; mnst of the meet was at
Little Spruce, with a number of
flights from Rig Spruce. Although a
complicated task had been set for
the Mansfield site, the use of the
much-smaller Spruce Peak area led
the meet to be scored on a simple
duration-and-spot-landing hasis. As
the landing area was an area of rat-
her funky winds all weekend, 1t
worked out so that the high perfor-
mance kites' duration advantage was
effectively mullified by the much
easier time that the short-keeled
standards found in the tarpget land-
ing phase of their flights. Cnly a
few 0ld box-stock Standard Rogallos
and the Seapull III's were 2t a real
disadvantage, since these mliders
were consistently unable to reach
the tarret area. You can't hit the
spot unless you can first make 1t to
the landing zonel

Althoush the majority of the
kites at the meet were Sky Sports
Kestrels - at least half, and maybe
twn thirds - the remainder of the
entries reflected the whole range
of high performance ships that are
presently available, and the firal
8coring also reflected this varlety,

Jim Finkowski, in his souped up
Draronfly I had the only soaring

flignt of the meet, petting 2bout
fiftecen minutes off of Rig Spruce.

Al Cuppertino in hils Kestrel had a
ctartling sltitude raln when he hit

a beooming thermal on final approach
which 1ifted him from fifty feet or
less above the target, to at least
five huncdred feet altitude in one

big rush. llowever, he was unahle to
stay in it, and as soon as he start-
cd to 360, he got into the sink and
was hack on the ground st the end of
a single 3601 The otrer startling
flisht was Friday morning's last

trip of f of Mansfield, when an un-
known pilot got rotored immediately
aTter launch and dove the full two
thousand feet from takeoff to land-
ing in the lansfield parking lot, =
©lide of about 1 to 1 away. This onne
flieht set at least iwo site records:
shortest flieght frem Mansfield in dur-
ation (about three quarters of a min-
ute) and shortest distance covered.
He may have also set a third record;
most terrified nilot!. Afler that
flight, everyone went flying come-
where elce, _

Thrills and spills were the
order of the day, as the funky air
combined with everyone's atterpts to
hit the spot (as opposed tc making
the kest pocsibhle 1anding in which-
ever part of the LZ this required)
led to crashes galore. Only one fly-
er vas 1eslly hurt - a covple of
breken rihs - but bent eliders and
scrapes and bruises were commronr. None
o f the area's local flyers even both-
ered to bring a clider -~ they just
hung around and laughed a lot,

Despite the vagariers of
wind and wezther, there wviere a
number of ccmpetition flights, and
when the points were acdded up, Brooks
Ellison snd his Seagnull IV were the
winners. Second was Jim Tinkowski in
his Dragonfly, and Chuck LaVersa was
eighth, making three WMHGA flyers in
the top ten, including first and sec-
ond.

the
roodly

Oh, by the way, flying will
cecntinuve at Stowe as usual, despite
the fatality there. Hopefully even
more of us will mwrake it vup trere to
catch some of that Vermont sky.

o o




The ULTINMATE HIGH

A new site vas opcned this month
by four intrepid flyers - and in the
process, a new (and unbreakable) al-
titude record was set for foot launch
hang glidineg. The mountain is Mt. Fc-
Kinley in Alaska, a twenty-thousand
foot walk-up! The record is for the
hirchest altitude for foot-launched
Fliders, 21,000 feet, sn’ slso the
hischest vertical drcp for a foot
launch. The record is unhreaskable
for the simple reason that McKinley
is the highest mountain in the world
in terms of vertical drcp - there's
Just noplace where you could go to
fly a bigrer mowuntain,

It took a month of climbing, a
ma jor mountaineering expédition, and
well over 40 thousand dollars to get
the fcur Dragonflys to the top of
the mountain - one set of good reas-
ons why this record will prohbably be
never eoualled, much less broken. In
the time between the beginning of
the climb and the last landing, there
were seven people killed on the hill.
Luckily, none were in the flying ex-
pedition, thousrh two of the flyers
were delayed for two days in their
takeoffs due to their varticipation
In a2 rescue of some injured climbers.

Due to the month of climbing
that the expeditiocn required, and the
reculting acclimatization, the flipghts
were made without oxygen. ilowever, a
few quick hits were taken from an ox-
ygen tottle before takeoff hy each
pllot. The first two flyers went off
in calm air, one crashing on takeoff
and bending his glider, and the
other becoming the first to fly Me-
Kinley. After two days of rescue op-
erations, the other two flyers pot
their chance, Launching into soar-
ine condiftions, both gained a erand
over the summit, setting the record
for ahsolute altitude, foot launched.

The flyers in the expidition
were Mason Wade, Ed Kvalik, Robert
Burns, and Kent Hudson. At press time
we were still unable to learn who
flew when, or who it was that crash-
ed.

Twenty rrand in a hang glider!
Just think about that one...

GREYLOCK GLEN

by Bob Viecari

Gyrylock Glen, formerly own-
ed by the Elco Developrmert Company,
1e now owned by Mr. Canter of Adams.
The defunct skl area was almost
complete when the roney ran out.
Trhere are eight or ten wide ski
trails completed, which czn be used
for flying. Numerous 60-foot poles
with spotlights abound, but as all
wiring was placed vnderground, that
hazard is not present. 'he chair
1ift poles are in place, but no
chairs or wires run between them.

The hill has abtout a five hun-
dred foot vertical drop from the top
domn to the Gould's farm (which is
the rerular Mt Greylock landirg zone)
altheugh nohody has yet flovn all
the way to the Gould's field.

There are many wide-open
spots for class 1 and 2 pilots to
fly, and these range from 25 to 100
feet vertical drop. The class 2 fly-
er with solid turning ability and
who can plan a flieght should have
little trouble flyine from the tope.
However, extreme caution should be
exercized when flying over such ob-
structed terrain, Clzss 3 and 4 pi-
1 ots should hsve no trouble =t all.

Some soaring shcvld be possible
due to the larg~ hay fields, which
constitute a real therral factory.

I pgot over a minute of soaring due
to thermal 1ift on one short hop in
a standard, and Chuck got two pess-
es 1in his Draronfly, and counld've
ataved up except for harness nrob-
lems. a

Mr. Canter's policies are ag
follows: 1, contact him or his son
and present a waiver; 2, Do not drive
on or damage the property; 3, do not
land on the rolf course; !, be watch-
ful for the actiors of spectators,
especially for littering,

Greyl-ck Gle- faces Southeast,
#nd overlooks the Ft Greyloeck land-
ing zone. The ridre itself is a spur
of Kt Greylock, and it tends to be
flyable in much the same winds as
the big ridge above it,

Another new site! Go for itl

- 5 -



Mountainview Glider Sporfs, Inc.

300 PLEASANT STREET, NORTHAMPTON. MA 01060

Telephone 1(413)584-7233

ULTHALITE PHCDUCTS

SEAGULL ATHCRAFT
BENNETT DELTA WIN

PLIABLE MOOSE

N S5T0C OW iate de ST Srpiodn il
N STOCK NCW for immediate delivery ELECTRA FLYER
.‘ : : : EIPFER"FQRMANCE

DRAGCNFLY II 180 (UP): The hottest ship on the ridge, and LVANTA

s ~ N 7e )

the easiest trunc ship to fly, : PACIFIC GULL
DRAGCNFLY II 160 (UP): Medium sized version of the Mark I1. qu SEORTS
QTN

i 5 ~ - - rllion He hweoas (RO

DRAGONTLY I-B: Still one of the hottest ships in the sky; C4L GLIDXRS

T £ NI s LIPS STl W &

UP quality, easy to fly, simple set up, lower price. WILLS WING
e, . 3 ZEPHYR

Super Swallowtail S5T 100 (Wills Wing): Unsurpassed competition HEET]
) Py VS J
record, 6,000 ft altitude gain, this one's hot! COLVER

Super Redtail BRT (UF): Aerobatics your hag? Then t!

Redtall 19x17: The best flying, mellowest handling short-keel

Brock 8
Brock &2 16
USED GLIDERS e

>TALL SPEEU 16-17

(AY.SPEED  45-50
EST L/D 4T f0-22 / o
'TN. SINK 250 Ftu e
LIDE RATIO 7 ayd

d o

SPECT RATIO

€.71

HAVE YOU BEEN THINKING HIGH PERFORMANCE GLILLM ? YOU SAY YOU DON

HERE'S YOUR CHRNCE TO HAVE &
FRIST CN3 SCLD $655 LEPOSIT REQUIRED.
* THERMIX ONLY SOLD TO CLASS

3 OR 4 FLYERS G.S.I, RATED

A}

BOB ROBBINS
1-413-283-6931

KEN GAGNE
1-413-283-8185

GOOD FLYING SHIP FOR JUST $795 DELIVERED.

is your ship

shiv around.

2-S 17x16: A super-flying short-keel glider for a smaller pilect.

o

Y

Free Plight std,

perfarmance trainer.

——— P

WING 5PAN 32!

155 $Q.FT. Sall
RECOMMENDED FLYER W.T.
155 - 200 LBS

FRAME ANGLE 1§ °

SAIL DEGREE 2.5

HRVE THE MONEY.
NO SHIPPING.

VILLAGE KITE SHOP

1 MAIN STREET
BONDSVILLE, MASS., 01009

Hang Gliders - Sales - Service - Accessories - Lessons



RATINGS CLINICS

WMHGA 1s planning a series of
ratings clinios to glve local flyers
the opportunity to upgrade their
ratings with a minimum of hassle.
These c¢linics will provide a chance
to demonstrate skills and perform
required tasks in the presence of a
GSI/USHGA rater and to get all of the
necessary hassling done in one least
amount of time.

There will be a charge for par-
ticipation, in order to reimburse
the instructor(s) for their time; in
the past, it has been well worth
while to pay a modest charge and do
everythine in a day, rather than to
go running around for weeks or mon-
ths, hoping that a rater will hapven
to be looking in the right direction
when you have a flight that needs to
be signed off.

Times and places of these clin-
ics are impossible to announce too
_far ahead, due to the obvious unpre-
. dictability of the weather - if you
are due for a change in rating, you
should make a point of staying in
touch with Flight Director Chuck La-
Versa, so you won't miss out on this.

FAA INFO AT NEXT MRETING

At the July meeting of WMHGA,
our featured guests will be two
"officials from the Westfield Dist-
rict Office of the Federal Aviation
Administration. They have accepted
an invitation to attend the meeting
in order that we may seek informa-
tion reparding some of the advanced
flying that's been goirg on in the
Northeast lately, and which we ex-
pect to see around this area soon,

Anyone with a high performance
glider, once they've learned how to
maximize the potentiel of their equ-
iprent, is likely to be "going away"
this summer on long, high cross-~
country flights. We've already seen
flights of nearly ten miles in the
Northeast, and sltitude gains of up
to seven thousand fret over takeoff.

Flights 1like thls are going to
be common arouvnd here soon, and it
means, among other things, that we
will be sharing airspace with sail-

nlanes, pcwerplanes, and other types
of regulated aircraft. Alse you may
be sware, any time you get more than
five hundred feet above ground level,
you are flying in controlled air-
space.

Repgulation of the airways is
not simply for the purpose of rest-
ricting the sky. Anytime more than
one alircraft, regardless of type,
are in the sky together, it is crit-
ical that all pilots concerned are
flying according to the same set of
rules, It's not enough that you
know what you're doing, an? what
you're about to do - the other guy
must also know how you are going to
react, in order that you both can
stay ouvt of each others® way. There-
fore, certain rules have been estab-
lished. FPilots must be licenced so
that other pilots can be assured
that they know the rules of the air.

Fortunately, we are not (vet?)
subject to rerulation and licencing.
UNfortunately, this means that we
are not formally required to follow
the repulations that apply to other
crafte.sand that neither we, or any
other pilot, can be assured that we
will react predictasbly in a crowded
piece of sky.

Hopefully, this visit by the
people from the FAA will give us a
chance to get familiar with the set
of rules that are being followed by
other users of the airways, and may
help someone to avoid a collision
some daye

Also, we have a few rigid wing
gliders coming into the area, and
there has been some sreculation on
motorizing one or more. This will be
a great chance to find out just
what the leeal situattén is in this
repard, too.

Have your questions ready...

HOW TC JOIN WMHGA

Send 45,00 and your nsame and
address to Treasurer John Dempsey,
107 Ridge Road, East Lonemeadow, MA
01028. This will cover your member-
ship and subscription to Updraft
from now until April of '77; »t that
time, you will rejoin for a full
year, at $6.00 per year.
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