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The July meeting of the WMHGA
was held as usual at the ML Bar on
the first Tuesday cf the mwonth. In
attendance vere twe rerresentatives
of the Tederal Aviaticn Adrwinistra-
tion from the FAA Geveral Aviation
DisErilc £ ' §Ere t G fligg ra i EaT e s
Alrport, Westfield, The subjects of
di~~uasion were air traffic patterns
in cur leoczl area, with the point
of *ve matter heing hew to aveld
trouble with other types of air-
cratt, ncw that many of us have new
11gh performance wings with hizh
altitude and cross cocuntry poten-
tial. Alan Aiccussed at lencth were
FAA regulatione reparding homebuilt
apd experimevtsl airplares - which
oatevnfﬁes include any rotorized
hang &lider.

With rersard to sir traffic, it
was pointed ocut that since the FAA
does nct reqguire hang slider pillote
to be licenced, we are not official-
ly ' subiect to any of kheir regula-
tions, eycepl for the fact fhat it

s 1lleral to fly into an Alrport
Traffic Area in arny ¥ind of flying
device unless actually in *the prce=-
ecs of taking off or landing at
the airport in guestion. It was not-
ed that anyone flying at Mt Tem 1s
right on tne frinse of *the traffile
area fcr Parncs airnort, which does
have an opcrating control tower. An
Airport Traffic Area extends for a
radius of five miles around any op-=
erating control tower, and ircludes
all airspace within that circle up
to an altitude of 3,000 feet,

It was also neinted out that
the Instrument Landing System ap-
proach to Barnes goes r?wht along
the ridee at low altitude, and that
any pilot practicing TI.S nroroach\”
will nass the flying cide of tne

ridee at low 21titude UNDER THE HOOD;
in cther words, physically prevented
from seeing outside the alrplane., If
a larre ajircraft is delng ILS appro-
aches, the ﬂ“wo pilot will bhe adle
to zee out, tmt he will be sitting
oen the right side of the cockpit, on
the side away from the ridge, and his
vigsien to the left will be obstructed
ny the hecod over the pilot flying the
nlane, In short, 1f you meet an alr-
rlane at Jow "]fitndqs out ir front
of the ridge at Pom, the odfés are
thet the pilet CANNOT SEE YQU. *Nuff
salde

A rood surcestlion was made to
the affect that any pllot planning
Yo *rJ cross-country should get a

sertional chart of the area, which
wi?l show air.ort traffic areas, ailr
traf

f9¢c eorntrol ameas, airways and
4+

jtary clﬂm% corrldors, and other haz-
g7rdoNs arcas,

The remark was made that while
the PAAs vregently would not prefer to
ret involwed in lang gliding, the
first tire a hang glider has to be
wached out of 2 jet engine intake
will lead to an imrediate change of
attitude in this regard, and that any
ferthecoming regulationu that might
recult from such an incident will be
made by welgning the fun and freedom
of a sincrle hang glider pilot against
the sa2fety of the hundreds of passen-
rers cr any commercial airlirer. You
can eq5ily puess where the oprioritiles
will Yie - 2and. iustly so.

FMuch interesting and detailed
information c~me from this —eeting;
to try and reorint it all here wonld
turr this newrletter into 2 took;: be-

des which, 1] of this and more
has been covered in recent icsues of
Ground Skimmer and other publications.



For general inforration, sec-
tional charts can be purchaced at
any airport, and would be a gcod in-
vestment for any pilot with drecams
of cross—-country soaring. Also, a
good, concise article on the sub-
ject is The Crowded Sky by Kendall
Hopkins, appearing in Cround Skimuer
for June, 1976,

The discussion of licencing and
certification for powered hang plid-
ers was even more detailed and inter-
esting; since everyone in the club
who owns or expects to cwn a glider
suitable for power applications was
at the meeting, there is no necd to
repeat that information here. Let it
suffice to say that the repc are com-~
plicated and detailed, and i1t would
seem almost necessary to telk to the
FAA pcople BEFCRE starting to build
an ailrcraft of this XKind, in order
to be certain that the various
spections required for cecrtification
can bte completed during the construc-
tion process. It could cave a lot of
trouble later, if you cover your ass
early in the procject,

& v
in-

AUGUST MEETING

The Ausust meeting of the WIHGA
will be held as usual the ME EBar
and Lounge on Rt L7, two miles north
of Skinner State Park in fiadley, on
the {lrst Tuesday of the ronth at
8:00 PM. Thst will be Tuesday, Aug-
ust 3. Subjects to be discussed in-
clude the porsibility cof WHHGA be-
coming simply MassiGa, and stepping
in tc filll the vold left by the lack

ai

of a state orranizstior in lMass. AS
all the sites are ovt thlis way with
the exception of a few arall bumps,

since we are already dealing
with the state acvenciles on a
official level, this move apuears
logical. It conid also be a big step
tecwards streamlining the GST/USHCA
orrmanization of hang gliding. You

may be aware that Mass 1s now the
only Northeastern state without a
state organization.

A board of directors neeting 1is
to be held sometime prior to the
regular meeting, sc that these issues
can be somewhat clarified for voting.

and

semi-

SITE REVIEW

SKIMER STATL PARK (Mitch's): Flying
at Skinncr has been excellent this
summer, with a lot of ridge socaring
and the beglnnings of experimentation
wlth cross country. Chuck LaVersa

has been landing at the ME Lounge on
an almost-regular basis, with three
flights to the ME within less than a
month. On one of these, he flew there
in his Dragonfly II accompanied by
Jim Cobb, also in a D'fly II, and by
John Dempsey in his ‘'Dempsey Wing.'
This is the area's first mass cross
country flight. It was enough to warm
the cockles of any flyers heart to
see the three gliders parked in the
parking lot along with sll the cars
as the pilots celebrated their flight
inside a3t the bar.

The new landing area in the
fleld next to Johnson's has worked
out so well that nearly everyone has
continued to use it, even though the
regular landing area is now hayed and
open for use again. Not only is it a
good deal larger, but it does not
have the tree line turbulence that
comes from the line of trees along
the reoad at Mitch's field,

Since [itch has done his haying,
the "Slot" 1s now open again for fly-
ing; good news for learners, as well
as experienced pilots who need a small
hill to experiment on.

Please remember that if you are
not a member of WMHGA, you NUST have
a Class U rating AND current GSI or
equivalent insurance to fly Skinner,
AND you must be certified by either
Chuck LaVersa, Rob Stewart, or Mick
lhorrissey. Credentisls will not be
accepted by the DEM rangers unless
vouched for by one of these three
WIilGA officials,

Club members are reminded that
even though they may fly Skinner as
a Class 3, they still MUST have GSI.
Rangers will soon start checking GSI
cards for those on "the 1list" to be
certaln that all pilots have CURRENT
insurance coverage - don't cet caught
short - be sure your insurance doesn't
expirel

Also, please note the piece on
GSI elsewhere in this issue.
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Mt GREYLOCK: Effective this month,
all pilots who wish to fly at this
site will have to carry a "Greylock
Card," which certifies to the park
authorities that the pllot has been
checked out and is qualified to fly
the mountain. Detaills of the arrang-
ment will be avallable at the Aug-~
ust WMHGA meeting. In the meantime,
anyone wanting to fly Greylock 1s
advised to contact Chuck LaVersa or
Brooks Ellison for assistance in
coping with the regulatory system.

OTHER SITES: No new regulatlions or
problems have arlsen since last re-
port, in regard to any of the area's
flying sites.

GSI INSURANCE

The WMHGA club policy, cover-
ing all of our regulated sites, is
almost ready to expiret In order to
renew this coverage, it 1s necessary
for WMHGA to purchace twenty new or
renewed policies for the coming
year.

The problem is twofold. First,
most of the area's established fly-
ers will not have their individual
policies expire until the fall, so
are not yet ready to renew. Second,
of those whose renewal dates were
durine the winter, spring, and sum-
mer ave renewed thelr policles on
their own, and have not made certain
that their policies were credited
to WMHGA.

IMPORTANT: If you have bhought
GSI since last December, PLEASE be
sure to notify the club in writing
of this fact - we will then take
steps to be sure that GSI knows you
as a WMHGA member. Also, it would be
a boon to the club if you would take
a minute and write a short note to
GSI, stating that you are a nember
of the WMHGA. This appliecs to renew-
als as well as new memberships.,

If you have not got a current
GSI individual membership, PLEASE
buy your GSI insurance through the
club.

GSI will be an important sub-
ject at the August meeting.

NOTES AND QUOTES

Jim Finkowskl and Spencer Smith
have departed the area on a long-term
hang gliding safari. The trip will
begin with a slow and rambling trip
across the US and Canada, flying all
of the well-known sites along the
waye. Ultimate destination - Hawall,
where Jim plans to stay for a year
or more. Spencer's planned stay - if
any - 1s of undetermined length. Both
flyers have taken brand new Dragonfly
Mark II's along, and we hope that we
will se some well-worn gliders by the
time these guys get back here.

Lots of ladies getting into the
air lately, after a year or so of be-
ing cautious - presumably walilting s
while to see how long the guys would
survive the sport, before m=king the
decision to actively participate. A
fitting comment from novice pilot
Ilene Blakesley after her first flight
in a hang glider: "Oh! Now I see why
people get so bullshit over thist"

Last year's high performance
wings are retting to look like lModel
T's, with 211 the new HP's on the
local ridges of late. We now have a
Wind Gypsie, four Swifts, two Kest-
rels, two Dragonfly I's, seven Drag-
onfly II's, and a Sun IVb flying at
Skinner regularly, and a Fledgeling
and a trio of EKasy Risers on the way.

Pilots are warned of a trend
in accidents on the west coast - a
number of pnllots have been injured
and even killed by a certain kind of
overconfidence in the new high aspect
flexwings. It seems that if you try
to fly really fast in strong head-
winds, especially if turbulence is
present, it's pecssible for these
ships to tuck under and break up. As
we hear 1t, these incidents involved
much higher winds than are belng
flown around here - but beware, The
new gliders can go FAST -~ but speed
is NOT a substitute for common sense
when 1t comes to flying strong winds
or rough air. Just because your new
ship will go 50 mph doesn't mean it
1s okay to fly in 35 to 40 mph winds.

See you 1in the skyl
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Hang gliding schools, clubs, and indivicduvals have asked many ouestions
ahout GST's Tiebility insurance coverage, and rightfully so, since this
appears to be the most economical and widely used insurance wrthn the

. sport, If the questions are not satisfactorly answered, however, it dnee
make any difference how economical it is. Several questions Fave come

- from this region and have been asked, in turn, of GSI headquarters in
Oregon, When answers are available they will bte printed ir the npr News-
letter. If any school, club, or individual wiches to look over the full

,  rolicies with endorsements attached, meil #1 to cover costs of rum\m

' and ypostage to me, and the policy will be in the mail within two davs.

The following flying sites in Region 7 are currently insured by GCII:

fttitash Recreation Area NH - Fllenville iy
Mt. Cranmore Ski Area NH Holidoy Mt., GSki ‘rea i
Mt. Washington NH Wildwood Nt MY
Mt. Msnsfield VT catamount Ski Area Lt
Sugarloaf Mt, ’ T Di tchess Mt, Ski Area WY
Elanchard Hill Ski Area NA Snow Valley Ski Area NY
Groton Hills Ski Area VA Willsrd Mt, Ny
Western Mass, HGA (club) A Creek Feak Ski Area NY
Talcott Mt, CT Pleagant Mt, Ski Area MF

(if your site is insured and not listed please notify Region 7 office)

i

The following State Flight Directors can issue ratings to fly these
and other sites, help answer your questions abcut insurance coverage,
Fach is also a GSI-USHGA Certified Instructor and USHGA Observer:

e

Don Post, Box 977, Stowe, Vermont 05672

Faul uaLJberte, Box 142, Kingfield, Maine OLSL7

Al Mulazzi, 28 Reed Drive, Wethers iler CT06109

Mike NcCarron, 17 Vichy Drive, Saratoga Sprwnys NY 12866
Dave Stuckert, 3 Blackwatch Trail, iorristown, 1 67960
Joe Filler, 68B East Mont gomery. Ave., Hatboro, DA 18066

For information on local flying sites and regulations to fly, geb in
i touch with the State Flight Director in your area.

TH
More GSI news in the next issue, Don McCabe, Region 7
Director
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