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AESTING MOTICE

The Taebruary m2eting of
she WHAA [ne,, will be held
17 rthe Morthampton Yoose
T21age 2n the 20th, whizn i3
the ~hird Wadnesdny of the
manth, The meeting will
~onvan2 At 1:00 pm 3harp.

Afanda nizhliznts
intlud2:

tha 1930 R=2gionals
the discassion of an
asoraciation oienic

olans or
flying moidz2l aisplane
tha formation of the
VHTA, Ine. ' own"speakers

and

lot of
now staf? gcovered, and we
40n't think anyone will

want to miss it. @0, nope
rh sea sou

rharatll

Thare'll he a

SIDTNTS JOURPNAL

Vot 129 putside.

1Ariel brown srass

and specks hanging
izht out af th2
I'm tempted

ver nappaned T
2 I'd muen
marval At the consis-

wall
the =2ase of

tipg =5 the launch at th
time of . ( Zon't =t

anyane [ saii that,
to <2en my Jjob at the ski

area, whare, by ithe way
rpave maiz tons of 3now..
5 nava baan really

it this wint»»,
in za2neral 131 o
By

3 e
L

morTe
3 S
and 30 antll
nlticuda o7

Int3 af <he

vin

Jur board of directors
ming was very signifiecant
this month, as incorporation,
tvlaws, insurance, fundraisers,
publis education orngrams, and
mamber performance incantives
are all jelling nicely.

Mha club is on its w~ay
to a4 r=23ally fun vyezar as sur
direction, strength, and

~ohesicn are reinforced witn
the opnortunity tc a2t ~1000
fom azain,
See you 1n the sky,zuv,
Pras. Chrasg.

192]

YP's IAMRBLIN'

3y now you've noticed
vour arms getting tired ard
weazk, and vou've put o7f tne
next six iays of sverytining

so you can real tnis issue
throuzh in a 3inrle sitting

You may aiso find yoursaslr
wondering if it will mare
the Suinness 3ock of Reccrds.
#all, out scmé linliment on
th2 sors arms, and write 7o
Suinnass if we made it, but
tne fact is that [ soeat 700
much time out of commission
last mcnth, and whan [ sat
down to do it ARTIR the meating
averything just STARTED latiing
loosa, all the newsworthy stuft
that is.
So here we sit,
me an' the rupbin' .
reading the latest words,
[t would be thes under-
3tatament ol the y
a lot has nappened
and some stulf still
zonna Tit
DOUBLE

=)

o7
important T
folks,

March. the

s lel

=
3=
ometidsman
Mass. i

our

Tne



and mailad to us????
Cnly 2! months after

ing data, only L3 months
incorporation was

and after a mess of

la*rerq. and

e
oy Urg

o 1 I I BN ]
o= S W

Ne
INCODDO?ATION"IN HANDI D!
THANK YQUTO WAURZEN, MARGH,
SANDY  AND ALL THE HARD
WORKING “0L¥3 AT ZALL ONE #CR
“““TTVF S THEE CEIHLTT WE
One lltth snag is the
lass of, with the sriginal
ARTICLES OF INC., the lezally
carracted version
3UT NO PRO3T. M, N2 can take
our interim nvlaws, make the
legally neccessary and
4esireable modifications, and
then readopt them ourselves.
This is the 3ame orocedure we
originally w=ed %o zome up
with the nnes we had 3ubmitted.
With what we've learned
we're assured of even
batter results this time
around, 2and ve don't have to
depend on the JS MAIL and
ths papershufflers down the
road for anv of i%t. 30,
you'll sSoon 3e2e newly
ravised proonsed bylaws, and
lankout world, ’'cause the.
MASSACHUSETTS HANG SLIDING
AS3IOCTATION, INCORPORATED,
IS 7O0KINM"™ (N 3SIX BUINERS!!!
Other imonrtant stuff,
su2s from the board
aonear in the
Secretarvsg Feport. Therk
it ont, Matt Charmans
writing nand 2ot a workout!
dark LY-VP,ZT0,

3ince,

SeLRERARES IR 20T

20 AADNY =T TG,
WMeasting callad to order at
7.0 pm, “Mast Saddon, new Zogm,
3 Director, 39 REDLEE:
for duration nf directorship.
Jim 3urrill announced thas

Pab.

5 RIE2A Ny

nowared ulfralisghts are iainineg
the AN, Diszeussion A7 factory
+ast flyinz of gliders, 2

of our "ylaws.

5, 1930,

of letter
new Pagion 3

Discussion
eceived from

D irector, Matt Seddon
PC BQOX 23
Middlefield,CcT, 026U45S
2oard will look into the
foasibility of hosting 2 vortion
of Pegionals Tirals at Zkinnar

one weekend,
committee tn he selected at
next meeting. Letier going
out to Matt Sedden requesting
details on insurance, ete,for
regionals, and number of pil
needed %o get each slot at f
Mats. Chuck will zcntact Mat
Seddon on further details of
Regionals.

Discussion of
MHGA members in S catagories
salected by Board. Tre awards
will be presented to pilots
nominated by 2 commiitee
selected each year. The
catagories ars=:

Most Yaluable Pilot

VMost 3ignificant Contri
bution to the Club

Most Improved Pilot

Rookie of fhe

3est Flight of the

compmetition

awards to

Ypar

fear

each vear
the nex=

Pilots awarded
will get a seat on
years' nominations commit:tae.

Discussion of landowners
nic to be shelved till 30
tative date will a2 in lug

Discussion and motion ¢
form a “"speakers bureau”
accepted. Mark will consact
Springfield Sxploresrs Clubd

about speaking to their mem-

ing,

nic
Tan

O‘“W

A letter
NEHGA about status,
members, advertizers,
etc. Discussion on si
insurance for 3Skinner, a
Mor+th 3uzarloaf, and otner
Wa need monies for *nsurab
Lather to TIZHGA peoola
abnut such insurarca,

Meeting adinurned at 1
wer2: 3Jusan MeZuire;
JTim Purrill; Tharles fa Yers:
vark La Tersa: and your Sec!

Vart Ihqpmqn

-)

Present



MHGA: 1975-1973 MEOHAR AND LCOUNGE. ....Dong
Hzeks 1s in Arizona at least

Tor the past eight until May.,..Sundown Ski Area-
flizhtlass months of being a “lvinz In Luxury.....The Jang
szx‘or, nary a night has 5lider Trade Show and Yonvention
pass2d wiktnhout 1 dream of nad to te cancalled....Party

fliznt, No YNo ora nas “ime- th2 annual JMHZA 21a3T

clown, no naig nas oceen w11l oe held,,.,lhe SYMiz®
climced, no oaper airolane SCLIPICHE HANC ZLIDING PR3ITIVAL
has glided without remind- was neld at MT., Yansfield ana
ing me that I once remaine Spruce Peak in Stowe, VT, ..
unatiatcned to the <round. .. Jim Finkowski and 3percer
I find it hard to believe Smith nave departed the ares
that anvonz =2xposed to any on a long tarm nhang zliding
realn of flistht can savar all safari,, .. Tne iass. Hang Tliding
tiss to it without taing As50C, has neen raormed Trom
naunted to return aralin, Tne WMHZA,, .Word Irom Windward

[t was with these memori=s is that 2all 3un SWISTs nave
in mird thac [ collaected these Dbeen srounded....U® 1as issued
Anv*or‘olon ally arrarnged quotes a recall on all Tloud harnasses,

om past lssues of UJPDRADT, ...%nhuck La Yersa has dean

irst onss coming from invited to participarte in fne

2 1, Mumber 1. Masters Tournament of Hang

te nave baen ourdenad 3liding a= Grandfather MTH, NO. .
and ourfeted hy numerous ... Introducing the 1P [.2RI13H
cris2s, vet *hs club has ...Glidersporfs Taernational,

vivad due To one r- basically a sound idea,is

w2 want to Tl failing.,.From the Femininse
°“tu”“ now iown the Perspective 0y Andi Parker..

1 1377
"Party time,,..Bv the time

h Tarn “ass ol the January meeting, MHEGA
Gliding iztion is will most lik=2ly be a Tually
i wel living in chartered corporation of the
DA 5...,Prasidant state of Delawares.,.,¥ell, Tolks,
Yo av,.,,..¥atioral the midnight Leavar hzs struck
3 y Hang 2TTdiAZ, again....John Dempsay has rade
L W2Tve 3een a numiter of ‘l(uq another piongering rlizht in
on the nLll lately that hava his "white Kite ¥k IY", openins
bazn medified tarough the up a 3W launch on the corner of
installation of deflexors... AT, Tom....Partvy time..,.On
..? 258 gadr2t3 Are a Ireat Sunday, the 7irst weekena or
WAV To 1nsure 2 smootn Flying Soring was celeorated ov an
zal ..d2'v2 mad some reports  imoromptu [ly-in at @7, "om
i thelrs 22ing acoidently by 17 opilets!.,..tne situation
in flizheo, . .., ... at Salﬁner cark nas crogreesad
at g Yo from tha dbizzare te the absurd,
(1‘c‘1de'A.... .. W2 pave just receivad 3 lattar
10734 from tha NFEHOA, and it acnears
i what our oroposad mergaer with

that Zroup 13 adbourn o
.Tha fIniversity »f 7
ers3T N0oN NAas i Aang
ylth 2 cluk, ... 9de are funnTi

kan arl from laval wi-houw an acting Sresi
Zround. ... .1t wazs i 145) and will ~old nomina<i
~old fatura ms e fark Orov 1s now 2rasgi




Jim Burrill v
and Sue ¥cGu
...The club is
and 3 gnod bash; henc has
heen Aacided to nold a..full
Tilt 2oogi=..., . New shop- the
Hang Glider Zentar in Hadleyv..
L LHMHCA now has an official
addrass.,. 2ab "JT™ Perwak

is leaving soon for the fly-
able skies of "alifornia,....

es.
Trns
of money,

is ce
ire is

i
i
n

) Q(?ﬂ

i
B
H

,.

1278
Hare we are, starting
the fourth volume of JPDRAFT..
..Designs are still being
accaontadl for the club amblam
....3kinner ?ark is closed *to
nang glidine Auring the
wintar months, . .Night Flying
by Dave 3Scheumann,..Represen-
tatives of VHGA met with the
Direc*tor of Fnrests and Parks
....The Passing of the Windsock
.....Incornnratlon oy Mark
La Yersa....official Club
T_-Shir*s....>lub stationary
has -been donated by Palph
2ratton......The Reagion 8
Jualifier for the IS Mationals
will be held VMay 25-27 at the
“2stival of the 4rts at Pico
Peak, Killinvton, NH,..It's
varty time 2zain,.,Mew
offizers slectad,.President
Jimmy....Don ]Jaymond in
hosnltal.... II‘“ flew to

1ibranam from Jklﬂﬂ“t...‘
This month we will be discussing
our reply to the Mass.
Aernnautical Tommision...,

"

3ring hack any memories?
For those of you who love
auizzes. name the 2vent and
tne pilo%s involved from the
followinz passags:

“at last, two pienice
tablas sat like a raised
runwav, aiming out aver the
fance into tha void., .. ."

"Almest unre2cognized
witnout nhis sunglasses,

sacend oilo%,....."
""ha* happens if the
off 2rashes in the

Zuy

And the memories go on
and asn. 2ut this is

politics. May your fondest

memories be that of soaring

the wonderwinds 1900 feet

over the launch at MT. Tom,

looking davdrnpming]v into an

Auzust avanine sunset....,.
Mari Sroy

#MGRE SEC

Genaral Meeting, 1,156, '80.
January mee'cmt7 of MHTA,
t The

and

o

BV

was foﬂd

P 3

?°DOFf

)

Wow oy W a3
a0 0
DY N OO
g ]
4G D -
ot ot
[y

wara nnominated as I?Va‘v
3pors. CThnuclt read a leatte

from Windward about tha an d

of %the NEHZIA. The VP gave
deta2ils of the continusing saga
of *the seach {o¥* our inccrp-
oration papars. reques*ted
that Mark contirue the gear-h,.

Thers was discusion of the
chanterization rpnuirements
of USHGA, and site insurance,

alf the MHGA members must Do
Jb“ 3A members to qualify us
as a JSHGA chaoter, 3ite in-
surance is 3150~ for che firs+
site, and 550~ for each addit-
tional site,

Snouck hasz 3 library of
local ard regional clut news-
letters for orowsing, if any
club member is xnteres,ad

Murnhy pronesed a fund-
raising string kite fastival
to be neld in Huniington, on
April 20. He will give further
details 3% the Feb. bheard
meeting,

Flight Diren
reported little
month, anrnd that
had the lengest
montn,
Discussion M
awards, )
Yaeting adjourned at 2:20pm.
Mast “haoman, 3ec,



12,
meeting ovened at
Secretarys Report
was read and accepted. The
Treasurer announced that the
‘79 income statement would
so0n raadyv, and tne club
account hals 334,73,

Phil Mancuso will check
on the availability and brice
of sweatshirts for c¢club members
which could ba printad with
our club lowa. “There will
be a nctiece in future [JPORAFT,
“huck letails
is mesting with
Tover AF! O7ficial and
nnouncad an uscoming
afa2ty m2eting. Discussion
llowed. Tre 3ra-tarack
sing was 1iscussad; this
was lost due to scme
-roaders abuse of the
mountalntop last season.

Jim Tinkowski plans a
Flight Recordinzg Torm for
the UPDRAFT, There was a
discussion >f plans to
nold a landowner aporaciation
picniec this summer.

Thare in announcement
“hat the NI7) was folding,
2 NIZHGA held sitz insurance
v, Wasnington and othar

179
20

General Meerting,
Tre Dac,
em. The

L9
a,

ha

a
B2 Clrtes]
ragant

2 O
@ 'y
m

S,

e

Gy now
e O W
»fto

£y

O

)a]
sites.
The meeting adjouned at

3:15om,
V1Tt Thapman, 3ec.
VORE RAMBTIN'G

S2varal montns ago
this writar nad reoported a
new X0 distance record was
2staclished at <llenville,
out erroneously raoortad it
as JJ LaMocn2 going 3% miles.
Viucn as wa like J it must
ba “9“"ah13n. 3
a2Yv, mayee
Tha ailat
raaard was 4
‘oves Maxi 3.
ifrar ~eading

!
ount sha Jan.

in

T20, tnare was Fisnkill,

just past and a little Nortn
of Beacon, where Goerge %,
had landed for the previous
record, Jood flying TJ! “That
is going to be a nice day for
<C when it zets broken agzain,
and thers's a lot of people
noping not *to miss it,

A real nice flight and 2
new (C record for tne 3ite,
it's =nough to make any
number of past downwind mem-
orirs fade into oolivion,

It'd be aven bhetter
dume ruler and calculator would
#ork rizht, thev're maikin' it
Tough to figure a wav To beat
it. They're even messin' up
my measurements. The old
record of 26 miles and extra
air distance bevond to Fisnkill
only adds to 23 on my sert.

Oh well, zuess I really
don't need this ruler and
calculator when [ 2o flvin'
anyhow, long as I Xnow how
to r=zad the map.when the
flight is over,

Zeems we've Deen escaping
the throes of winter too
2asily this year, It's so
nice to aAlke without cramp-
ons, tho, that mors pilcrts
are out this winter tharn
last couple, The N¥ d3v~ bhave
been late, ptut thav're makins
4 for LE mnw,  Iome Srrang
winds have kzot us sroundad,
but a zood number of r=asocpabls
and even vapy soaring
davs ccme 2y lately,
It's almost like an extra
Autumn.

Jom

L

this

-
wne

rod

nawva

-

De

Nl‘n
om
’

ey has zeen
‘BCP]V casional Dav
Knholer of and they'v
joinesd us f‘o" some 1“1»1d1/
3kinner soaring. 3cta nave
3cirocco 3's.
Alris and 211
svotted over MT,
in <neir 3Soydars,
buy a littls red
that's who's flyin'
the as-ven-unfamilia
ane oT = local
L2any and
s2 oniiding

mos
sC

To



trom their zliders. I didn't was the issue of the reginnals

believe it 2ither. ‘iurpnh DID this vear. For more on this
mumble somethinerotner about see the accompanying letters
2 new type of lizhtweiznt (from the new regional Director,
tent and camp hammock, tho. and from vour Zditor) later
Maw, [ don't think Lennv'd on in this issua of UPDRAPFT,
lat aim malk himsell into that! Basi~ally, the board has
( Would you, Lan? ) resolved’ to try and get the
The rest o7 the local reglonals back into the
sky sguuad Pas been out with ragion, and to iInvestigate
Failr rezularity, 3s z2videnced the Pobaibility of hosting some
oy frequent 4dots and svecks sezment of finals here, in
lingaring ovar tae local an attempt to Tacilitare
h111° Jim 2urrill 20T that. lore at the F20. mesting.
tne duratiaa fliagnt of Another development of
Oeccembar the board meeting was a program
Thera's 2ven LP?n a of annual 2lub awards., This
fair amount of activity in the should osrove to be a very
sloT, largely from the fresh valuable program in that it
2gzlets of the JMa 42C1ub, nrovides additional incentives
Lecal winds have been for continued excallence
blowing avarvthing but snow, and/or effort within tha club,
30 tha trails are clear, the The carerul consideration
Tauncr 13 olear, and the sky's of this aspect of the sport
vide »pen, lat's 7ol and the organization will
Phis 1ast 9nard meeting demonstrate its value to us
Znt some tu3:l into the all. Chuck will have more
tudgatary fire, so to SD alk, details shortly,
Thie WH3A is Torming it's All in all, these new
ovn 3pealrar=s hurecau, Just orngrams the MHGA, Inc, can
what tnat means is that any institute and davelop aim
time anvone wants a 3peaker to better our ability rmo reach
aor slide/la~Tura about the and 2ducate both the general
sporT we ar: orzanized to public and the rlying public,
srovide a orozram for them. as well as provide us with the
30 any Zroun, from citizen means to foster new ldeas and
sarvice zZrouops {o schools, orograms, and maintain a
from livrarias to zolden nealthy organization. This
178r3 tO orofaes 1onal org- means the sport grows, imoproves,
aniz ns nan obtain and the flyin' gets bYetter and
some 214ucational entartain- better all the time. GCet in
menT nertalaing to hang on a good thingz, the 2levator
zliding. is zoin' uptt!!!
This also means that Mark LY
the MHGA, Inc., recalves
donations for oprograms from Tha UPDRAFD is publisned
soma of the orgs, and that monthly by the Massacausstts
in all 2ases it zZ2ts good Hang Sliding Association, Inc,
oregs, nuclic 2xnosure, and Tontributions are welcome, and

its pudlie nust de sucmittad to the edizor
zoals,  These, in writing by the ’irsr dednasday

comnlishe
Aucartional

mav ontrihuta 2f the monthn, Tlassifiea ads
: 51i59irg more are Tra2 to MemdArs. Phe WHGA
39111 acceprance in "n2 & UPNRAFT do nat andorse or
remmunity, nd possinly assume responsibility for the
1203l sponsorsnin oF our matarial, ads, or ooinions of
future avents, More at the contricutoars, and resesrve the
meating, rizht %o 2div confridutions whare

tlso an <ne hoard meetingé nscessary. Mail, or dsliver,



contributions to:
Mark La VYersa
JPDPAFT™ Zditor
386 Pleasant St.
Morthamptom, MA.
01060

WEATHESWISE

Th2 purnose of this
2olumn is to answer your
anastiong ahont weather,
espacially how we, 23
hang zlider pilots., deal
with the acean of air we
fly in. Yonr input ard
quastions ave welcomed
and encourazed, and any
further obsarvations
and/or refarrals %o
info sources ar= greaatly
anpraciated,

This month, as long as
wa'ra catching up on January
tno, I'1ll finish the coverasge
of seasonal weather changes
and their zauses.

Atlantin Yaritime
Tropical air, which only
rarely seeos into the
Northeastern IS with
little affent, in winter,
is of large ~onsequence
to us Aurings the summer
morths, This South
Atlantic and Carribean
3223 originating a3ir flocds
our 3kies with very high
temperature and high humidity
from summer thru early fall.
Often these hot 2nd humid
masses crawling up the
sastern seaboard violently
nlash with the Continental
Pnlar air flawirg down from
Sanada, 2nd visious f-antal
activi%y results., This
i3 orimaril:s {us %o the vast
Tnntrast in “emperature of
these massas.

The At'lantic and Carr.
Tropical air also provides
the perfact oreeding cond-
irions for the *ropical
murrizane. Yhile advancing

Morthwardly and slightly inland .4,
~nole

thase warm »ir masses ara

at ground level hv rthe cool

4>

Fastern forests and the cool
lakes and waterways they travel
over. Thus, the bottom of the
airmass is cooled, and the
stabili*ty of the air system is
enhanced, making it persist
for days on end,
“aritime Peolar
travelling down the Zastern
seaboard from their source in
the North Atlantic bring our
coolest summer alr. Generally
this air is not particularly
stormy bv itself., Moderately

air masses

coel and 2lear weather resnlts
unless it either travals too
T

tar inland or Southerly and
contacts the not, humid Mari-
time Trovical air. This not
infreguent summer encounfter
along the mid-Atlantic ccast

is another clash of temperature
extremes that can versist, once
started. Since it is the
temperaturs difference that

is most contributory to

front formation and frontal
storms, the extremes from

the North and South Atlantic
areas can oe our worst head-
ache, 2although fthe farmers

may like a few days of =steardy
aven rains at intervals.

The Continental Polar air
is a little weaker in the summer,
as the Zanadian Nerthlands
warm with the more direct sun
rays summer brings there,

{ From the Zarths tilt, remember
from last issue? ) The ZP

3ir is still moderately cool
and clear, and less humid than
our other summer air masses,

so it generally brings bright
sunny weathar that's not too
hot or humid for comfort, inst
maybe lightly cnillv at night.
The cold fronts from this air
in *he summer are uswallv less
severe than the <oastal fronts,
and usually move through much

. faster, as well, This is <*ha
cl2ar, cool air tha< the
Zanadian 29orkies are Ynown f
test, to vacationers and %ho
cf us who still attend those
3 movies, rated GP of
laaurse, about the wilderness
far— family and their talking



Zrizzly bear., Anyways,

gat the idea, riznt?

The weather maps

issued by the 7AA and the
Maticnal W¥eather Servica
nota in red and olue the
initials o7 the colliding
air massas at fronts on the
ma0s, Thls way, the orizins
of thes weather patterns can
contributs %o forecasting, as
~a2rtain characteristics are
reasonacly consistent with
th2 zivan air masses in the
riven seasonal weather that
the map portrays.

Yrhen exvamining these
weather maps, the aviation
wedatner services can zive
fairly accurate forecasts,

and this same data 4nd maps
are used 2v PV and radio

weatnermen, There are

some medla metzorclogists
who ars vary consistent;

ara lucky 2nouzh to be

in 2n ara2a wnere there a few
r22l weather aces an the
Tnoe,

There is also a weekday
Show ~called " A N, “Weather”
21t on by The NOAA ( Mational
Nceanic and fumospheric Admin.,

‘e

g

I =Znink). This show is MaD®
Tor aviators and weatner buffs,
It used to ba on at 3:45 anp

an some local station, but

iy o2en movad, I'm told,

o J:15 am on anothar station.
I don'" Xnow which one, if

anvone re3ading xnows plaase
leT me Xnow and I['ll out it

Im next montns column.
2ut back to 3easonal
air massas for just a bit.

The spring brings a
dscreass in the strenzth of

our lontirantal Polar, and
allows more Tropizal air to
2xtand nortawardly into
ur latitudes, This veriod
2f transizion zomes a7t a time
wnzn Tho davlizat hours are
incraasing and rilled with
qally lass sla 4 sun-
This adds un %o
2rumnlatad winrtar
s
37ara

our humidity, bacause there
is a lot to be evaporated,
This higher humidity and
supply or groundwater con-
tributas greartlv to the
instability of our spring
w2ather, Humid air is
23s dense than dry, and
tre air warmed over the
relatively warmer landmass
is lixewise less dense.
Sounds like a 15t goes on in
the spring, doesn't it? Reg
on itt!
Likewise,
winter vatterns
strengtn wnile t©
waakan, and the
angled lower and last
hours, The temperatur nd
numiditv gradually lowar,

3 and
the alr grows denser with tha
cold. The cool nights =urn
into bright clear crilly
NW days with those famous
avenly d1istributed thermals,
and LO! another Learscarine
32ason comes upon us.

Though sprine is & welcoma

time with warm temps and taa
reawakening or nature, it
tends <o be riotous, HEY,
still great flyingz, out

some orafer tne laid pack
gold of the fali zoaring
szason.  M2? [ pratver flyine
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comparisons. all FOU2 ssascns
can scratch my {lyin® icch,
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Took upon each as a new and
~hallenging variecty 3f itehn
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muca into and insi
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AN EDITORIAL

The facing page is
reprinted with a letter I
received rzcently from our
new Regional Director, Matt
Seddon. He asked that it be
reprinted in the UPDRAFT, to
let us all know who the new
director is, and to inform us
all of his tantative plans to
hold our Region 8 Qualifisr
at Zllenville, NY., I said
"tentative” bpecause when I
called him up he explained
that he'd decided to do it
that way, but that it was
not an unchangeable decision.
Matt also said he looked
forward to hearing from the
regions pilots about the
Jualifier. If enough people
let him know of their
praferences he'd try to do it
the way the regions pilots
desired. He also said that
they'd have to contact him
.with their input, and he

was putting out the letter
in hopes they would, if they
had something to say.

There are some points
however, that seem to have
been missed.in the letter.
Matt seemed to want to do
a good job as director, so
now it's up to the pilots
of the region to make those
voints clear.

¥i1ll enough pilots go
to get us NATS slots? The #
of slots each region gets in
the NATS depends ENTIRELY ON
THE # OF PILOTS WHO GO TO
THE REGIONALS. That is the
new USHGA rule about THAT.
So far, we don't know how
many pilots must attend the
regionals %o get each slot,
Matt told me nhe'd try and find
out, MEANWHILE, if not many
pilots will bother going out
of the region to NY we may get
few, IF ANY, slots, Remember,
out West they commonly get
large numbers at meets, which
means the ratio may be so high
we could be in bad shape. Even
if it's not too high, we need

9

all the slots we can get, SO

we MUST have a good turnout

at this meet, Will we get it?
Very few of the regions hang

3 % b4's live anywheres reason-
ably close to Ellenville, and
any need *to return an extra
weekend or two, as in manv

past years, will be extremely
taxing to the largest majority
of the pilots, not to mention
the earnest officials, 32eing
aware of the poor spring
conditions there, it saeems we
would all have a lot of travel-
ling ahead of us, and that
doesn't promote good turnout,
Don't get me wrong, when Ellen-
ville is good it's GOOD, it's
just not that frequent or
consistent in the spring,

And if our meet was held in
conjunction with the NY recgions.
as so far planned, how, even
if the weather ACED OUT A-0OX,
could we possibly do both re-
gions at the same time and zet
enough flights in to have as
good a meet as last year?

For those with poor memories
let me reiterate that we had
more rounds and more tasks than
any other region in the US,
Indeed, the USHGA ranked the
meet, for its Quality Point
System, as THE BEST REGICNAL
QUALIFIER OF 1979.

People I've spoken with
through the region have not
favored the idea of the meet
at Ellenville. Many offered
their help in doing it in order
to get it held IN the region,
and with an improved meet de-
sign that would continue our
high standards of flight. W%
as pilots must generate disc-
ussion and inputs that will
make the meet one we all can
and will attend, or we'll have
little, if any, chance at too
spots in this years Nats, lLast
year OVER ONE-THIPD THE US
PILOTS IN THE NATS WERE ©PCM
CALIFORNIA. That's a fact.

[ have nothing agiinst them,
they're GREAT folks; I'4d just
like to see that New fingland

is not laeft out., WRITE TO 70QUR
DIRECTOR, NOW!!! Mark 'a Versa
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Thank you for your support, but it's really Zoing to
be tough to follow an act like Harry Tayors.

Looking at other areas of this country, we have something
they don't. Organization! It will be this quality that
will be drawn upon to take us toward that zoal which is
2asily within our grasp--A NATIONAL FINALIST!

This year the regionals will be held in Ellenville, ew York
in May with Segion 12 (those are the zuys who wouldn't carvy
1 <ite to =he top =2ven ir it were downnill). They will also
be cmpeting for their regilonal spots. In June and July,
further competitive training against Region 12 and hoper™ally
9. (CANNON FODDER ALL OF THEM!) The 1iea is simole. The
mcre competitive experience for all of us the better our
:hances to beat them guys west of the Peccos.

30 you say, "I can't zo to the Naticnals so I won't spoil

it for the next guy." Well not only are you hurting yourself
but the rest of us too. Ir you've ever olayed tennis, then
7ou Xnow you don't play better by beating an inferior opponent.
S50 fly with us good buddies, we need your experience.

T you are a Class 3 or better with at least & months in grade
by the time orf the regionals, think about competing. It will
be one ol the greatest war stories of your [lying career!

Send your registration ree ($20.00) to cover insurance, transport,
Judges, prizes, beer and bail to:

Matt Seddon
?. 0. Box 23
Mdiddlerield, CT

96455 -
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